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The Brown
Foundation is

pleased to publish
this flewsletter for

classroom teachers
through which we

will share our
discovery ofthe

rich and accessible
curricular resourc€s

available ftom
national pa*s. Our

organization was
established to

rnaintain the legacy
of the Brown

decision and we
play an exciting

rolo as a park
parher. In 1990 we

w€re insfumental
in d€veloping a new

national park ir
Topeka, Kansas,

the Brown vs Board
ofEducation

Nalional llistoric
Si!g. We hope you

enjoytheB,"o,
Quarterly a d

cagerly anticipate
your comments. We

welcome your
panicipation in this

educational
end€avor,

padcularly in the
teacher innovations
section. which is a

forum for educatorc
to drscuss ideas on

how to motivate,
guid€, instruct and

aid children.
Be sule not to miss

Free 3tu1f, onp. tt

for educators Ilom
the nation's parks.
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Education, Science, lnnovation
adapted to different grade levels. Available prognms include
the life of George Washington Carvcr; slavery and the post-
Civil War era: l9th century cultural demonstntions such as

candle dipping. Dutch oven cooking and other programs: nature

ln a small. ruml setting in the
Missouri foothills stands a nalional
memorial to one ofour na(ionk greatest

educators. scicntists, and innovators.
Georgc Washington Carver National
Monument. located in Diamond, Missouri
hislrlishts Dr. Carver's tfe from a
tumultuous childhood to an innovative
scientist and chemist. The Monument is
located at thebinhplace and childhood
home ofceorge Washington Carver, who
spent the first 10-12 years ofhis life on
the Carver Farm.

The Georgc Washington CaNer
National Monumcnt includes a visitor
centcr and muscum, a variety of
ed cational films on Dr. Carver's life. and

a 3/4 mile Caner Trail includins an l88l
historic home and other historic sites. and

a beautiful nature lvalk through
woodlands, strcams, and tall grass prairie.
Guided tours of the park are available to
school groups and visitors (rcservations

are requested).
An African American Traveling

Trunt is available for loan. fcaluring the
life of George Washington Carve. as well
as other Alrican Americans ofthc l9lh
and 20th centuries. The trunk is equipped

rvith educational materials and hands-on

tools. videos. curriculum guid€s, tovs,

programs such as wildflowers, birds, prairies. and
environmental €ducation; and other programs such as recycling
and National Park SeNice careers. A 3O-minute dramalic
intcrpretation of the boyhood of George Washington CaNer is
availablc for grades 3-8. Through sharing the lifc of George
Washington Carver, children are inspired to bclieve in their
abililies and say "l CAN!" Arrangements can bc made for
programs to be presented at the park or at schools.

Fr€e educational materials are available to studcnts and
teachers. including a 4ft grad€ curiculum package for
educalors. Vid€os and films are available for loan at no cost.
The park also ofiers a book slore wilh one of the best selections
of African American history availablc in the four-state a-rea.

George Washington Carvcr National Monument is a tribute
to a young enslaved African American boy who, fiom a humble
beginning, overcame great odds to become an outst?rnding
scienlist and humanitarian. George and his mother Mary were
kidnapped when he rvasjust an infant. G€orge was returned 10

the white landowners, Moses and Susan Carver, who raised him
as their own child. His education began with a spellingbook
Drovided by Susan Carver

'ough sharing lhe life ofGeorge
ashington (:arveL children are
oired lo believe in lhcir dbililies

and \nv tt Atvl

posters, and a tabletop display. The trunk
is an ideal educational toolfor grades 3-8
A variety of educational programs are
prcscntcd by Park Rnngers. and can be
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At about lhe age of 10, he left the Carvcr
farm to attend the Lincoln School in
Neosho, Missouri, where he lived with
Andrew and Mariah walkins. Mariah, a

mid-wife, taught him about medicinal
plant uses and infoduced him to
Ckistianity. His pursuit ofa high school

education lasted 10 years and took him to
several schools in Kansas. In his first
att€mpt to attend college, he was denied
admission because of his color.

After a few yea$ of homesteading,

George went to school in lowa, working
toward an an degr€e. At the urging ofa
concemed teacher, he transfened to Iowa
Stat€ Agricultural College (now Iowa
Stat€ at Ames). Here he completed a

Mast€r of Arts degree in agriculture.
During his last year at Iorva, George

accepted an offer from Booker T.
Washington to head up the Agricultur€
Department at the Tuskegee Institute in

Life at Tuskegee was a challenge, yet
tulfilling for Carver. He conmitted his life
to service and once said, "It is not the style
of clothes one wears. neither the kind of
automobiles one drives- nor the amounl of
money one has in the bank that counts.
These things mean nothing. It is simply
service that measures success." He later
added, "I want to be of the gr€test good to
the greatest number of my people."

His innovative mind created over 300

uses from ihe peanul and over 100

drscoverigs for ihe sw€et potato, most
designed to help the poor farmer rule a
decent living. Some ol his products,

including a successful peanut massage oil
for polio patients, had medicinal values.
George Washington Carver crediled his
inventions to Divine inspimtion.

CaNer's sincerity and genuine
concem won him the love of his studenls.
He took a fatherly role with many of the
young men on the Tuskegee campus,

always helping, giving his time, offering
assistance, and prcviding hunanitarian
service to the community. His humble
attrtude toward the world won him
recognition in many quaners.

For over 40 y€ars, George
Washington Carv€r dedicated his lifc to
lhe education of African Americans and
poor farmers- He was recognized
intemationally for his creahve work and
genuinc caring for humanity. He is one of
the first Americans to have his lik€ness on
a foreign postage stamp lchana, t9641
and the first Afiican American to have a
National Park Service site named for him.
Seveml annual ev€nts are hosted by the
park cach year, including: Art and Essay

Contesl for Fourth Graders (February);
March for Parks Eanh Day Event (April);
Airing of the Quilts Show (June); Carver
Day Celobration and An Show (July);
Prairie Day (September).

ss*

Belhune e visioned a beller vorld
Jot African Americans, one in.,thich

b lac ks w ou ld ri ghtfu I ly garner
respecl.lrom white American qnd
fu te mal i ona I c o m mun i ti e s w hi le

simultaneously engentleli g respecl

for the selves.

the quality of life for Alrican
Americans could be improved on
social. economic, and political levels.

Bethune €nvisioned a better world
for African Amencans one in which
blacks would rightli ly garner respect
from white American and intemational
communities while simultaneously
engendering respect for themselves,
This was an impoflant concept for
Bethune who fought agarnst widespread
negative stereot)?es of African
American traditions and culture
pfopagated by films such as "Th€ Birth

of a Nation" (I9 l5), largely based on the
anti-black *ritings of Thomas Dixon.
Popular culturc as well as somc so-callod
historical writings imaged African
Americans as ineducable, incapable of
self-govemance, and best suited for
menial jobs that would keep them in a
subservient position relative to whites.

Carter G. Woodson founded the
Association for the Study of N€gro Life
and History (ASNLH) and its
accompanying publication, The Journal
ofNeAto Historyberr.deen t915 and 1916

to delegitimize negative histo cal
stereoB?es regarding African
Americans. He organized the ASNLH
Council to address administrative and
funding concems for the organization
and appointed Belhune to serve in I 930.

She retained this position until 1933,

thus helping to ensure that the ASNLH
would continu€ its mission to recognize
African Americans as historical actors
who had participated tully in the shaping

Mary Mcleod Bethune: Visionary Activist

DtJing 
^n 

era' hen de lacto
segregation in the Nonh and Jim Crow
laws in the South kept many African
Americans from recognizing their full
potential as citizens of the United States,

a rcmarkable woman rose to prominenc€

on the socio-polilical scene. Bom in the
colton-growing rcgion olMayesville.
South Carolina. Mary Mcl€od Bethune
spearheaded changes that help€d to
bolsler the African American community
against institutionalized racism. Her
numerous achievements includei
founding the Da),tona Normal and
Industrial Institute in 1904. which
bccame Bethune-Cookman College in
1923: working as the Director of Negro
Affairs for the National Youth
Adninistration (NYA) for the Roosevelt

administration during the 1930's; and

founding the National Council of Negro
Women CNCNW) in 193s. Und€rlying
this impressive list of accomplishments,
horvcvcr- lvas a fundamental belicf tha!
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ofAmerican sociery.r Bethune served as
president of the ASNLH from 193 6- 195 I
during which time she encouraged
Woodson to publish the rvela,'o l1islo,"J,

B,?/ed,. a journal designed to mal(e

black history accessible !o the
community at large.'z

"l am interested inwomen a d
believe in lheir possibililies . . . Ife
need a rision for larger things . . .

We need a u ited organizalion to
open doors for women so thal when
it speaks, its poverwill be fell."

Bethune focused her cncrgies upon
creating emplo),rnent and educational
opportunities for blacks particularly affer
the stock ma*et crash of 1929. When
Pr€sident Franklin Delano Roosevelt
announced his New Deal program. he

also formed a committee to deal directly
wilh black economic issues €specially
lhose of the nrrl sourh

Roosevelt recognized Bethune as the
exceptional educator who had
inaugurated Bethune-Cookman College
in 1923, and appointed her Director of
the Negio Division of the NYA in 1935.
According to John Hope Franklin,
Bclhune became a member ofthe "black
brain trust" of academicians. attorneys

and other lighly trained prof€ssionals

who were assigned to sp€cific projects
under thc New Deal,3

Bethune's principle responsibilily
was to providejobs for youth belween the
ages of sixtecn and twenty-four. a lew of
$'hom were graduate studenti. Bethune
helped put more than 64,000 black youth
1o work in both work study and out-of-
school programs designed to assist the
reforestation and soil conservation efforts
so popular during the World War II era.a

Untilthe close ofthe NYA division in
1944. Bcthune also provided more than
$600.000 in funding {orblack students
enrolled in college and graduate school
programs.

The council, later dubbed the "Black
Cabiret" was limited in its powers by
what one listorian describes as

Roosevelth inlrcrent "pragmatism" in

D- 
-. 

F--G
MaryMcLeoo Ber.Jne Pnncrpaland ToLroe' o. Daylona Fduetiona' and lnduslr'a Schoor \ .
for Negro cnb, circa 1 912. Photograph coun€sy of the National Archives lor Black I
Wome'n's Hisdry, The Bethune M-us;um and chives, washington o.c. '\

1:':rrl .

lt ''::
Industrial Institute, a single-sex school
for girls in 1904, Bethunejoined the
National Associalion of Colorcd Women
(NACW) in l9l2 in order to solicit
support for the school that she believed
only a national women's organization
could provide. Following that efron.
Bethune also served as president of the
Florida Fcderation of Colored Women's
Clubs between 1917 and 1924. became
the eighdr president of the NACW
between 1924 and 1928, and headed tle
Ieadership of the Soutlrcastern
Association of Colored Women from
I92O to 1925.

Like theii white countemarts, many
black women's clubs had begun to focus
more on the social and political needs of
the middle and upper classes o{ien
Ieaving poor working women absen!

,)l

I i !J_.
refusing to completely eliminate de jure
segregation. Bethune, however,
remained an optimist. She was able to
skillfully balance the concems of
Alrican Americans while
simr taneously opening doors for
women across racial lines. This was
b€cause, unlite many of her colleagues
within the Black Cabinet, Bethune had
achieved access to the Executive Ofiice
through developing a confidante in lhe
First Lady, Eleanor Roosevelt. and
tkough her activiti€s in the women's

When Bethune founded the
National Council ofNegro Women
(NCNW) in I 935. it was after years of
dedicated service to women's
organizations on a national level. Afler
opening the Daltona Normal and
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from thcir agendas. To address this and
many other issues, Bethune established the
NCNW in 1935- which soon set tle
slandard for womenrs clubs across the
country. she also want€d women to have

more of a voice the political realm of
social action and thought that a national
organization such as the NCNW rvould
meet that objective:

"[ am inter€sted in women and believe
in thcir possibilities . . . We need a vision
for larger things . . . We need a udted
orgirnization to open doors for womcn so

$at when it speaks, its pow€r will be

The Bethune Mus€um and Archivcs.
Inc (BMA)*, commemorates her legacy

and is locat€d inside the victorian town
house that she purchased in 1943 to serve

as the headquarters of the NCNW. BMA
interprets the history and culture of
African American women through public
programq exlibitions, and a quanerly
newsletter, Z?gacy. The Archives is the

country's largest repository for research on
African American women in the U.S. and

is open to researchers by appoinlment.

Tantuy Lthn Peftilldt. schalat ofAfn.ah
An.ncah aad Bfrziliak histo,t, is Prostun

Assittaft at the Bethme Mtsetn and Archives,
Inc. in Washinqlot, D.C.
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Women's Rights National Historical Park
What is Women's Rights National

Historical Park? Wherc is Women's
zughts National Historical Park? These

are the usual qucstions lhat most people

ask when they first hear about this
uniqu€ national park

Located in central New Yo*. th€
park tends to elicit emotion and

controversy just bascd on its name.

Women's Rights. The concept belind it
is also new ground for the National Park
Service It is nol a hisloric site dedicated

to the memory and achievements of a
grcat troman, although there are greal

rvomen associated rvith the Park. Thc
in{erpretive story for the park revolvcs
around a document fashion€d after thc
Declaralion oflndependence. It is thcsc

broad ranging social and political
changes stated in the Declantion of
Senrimenls that serve as the focal point
for the park

The story actually begins in 1840

wh€n Irvo of the organizers of the First
Women\ Rights Convention, Elizabeth
Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott. mel at

an Antrslavcry Convenlion in London.
Both swore to change $e lot ofwomen
but their personat and political lives
inlerfered.

while on a tour of upstate New York
for thc Philadelphia Yearly McctinS,
Molt mot Stanton on July 9, 1848 in the

adjoining toivn of Waterloo for a tea
party hosted by Jane Hunt. Also
attending the tea pa(y \!ere Waterloo

Quaker Mary Ann M'Clintock and

Auburn Quaker Martha Wright. the
sister ofLucrelia Mott. Finding herself
among friends, Slanton poured out her
discontent with her life to a
sfmpathetic audiencc.

That day the five women decided

to hold a convention to discuss what
rvas wrong *itl society from a

rvoman's poinl of view, and they
draied the notice of the Convcntion
*hich lvould appear in the local paper

a few days later.
A week hler around a table in the

front parlor of the M'Clintock House,

Stanton. Mary AIln, her husband
Thomas, and probably the daughters

and some of the household sen ants who
were treated as part of the fanily. drafted
the Declaration of Sentiments. This far
reaching document was modeled afier
the Declaration of Independence and
contains the words "We hold these truths
to be self-evident that all men and
women are crqrted equd . . ."

The Declaration went on to outhne
the grievanc€s that women had againsl
society in the mid-1800s ircluding the
legal inability of a woman, if married, to
own property or to retain her own wages;
lalvs which gave custodv of her children

shtues ln ihe Visiiols Ce er
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to her husband if they divorced. oven ifhc
was a drunkard and/or bear her: exclusion
from the running ofchurch€s: and policics
and praciiccs that prohibited her from
attending college and from most
employmenl oppoftunities, especially the

Stanton prcposcd the most
conlroversial of the articles of the
Declaration-the right of women to vote.
Even Mott coNidered it an idea 1oo far
ahead ofits time.

A week later on Wednesday and
Thursday. July 19 and 20. 1848 rhe First
Women's Rights Convention was held in
the Wcsleyan Methodist Chapel in Seneca
Falls. New York

Despite the short notice and at the
height of hay harvesting s€ason in an
agricultural community. 300 people
altended. Included in this number was
Fr€derick Douglass. a life-long supporter
of ivomen's righls, lvho had traveled from
Rochester, New York for the event.

During the Convention each of the
resolutions in the D€claration was read
and voted on. The only onc which proved
controvcrsial was the resolutiol of
sulTrage, but after much debate that loo

was passed. Afler the Convention, peopte
w€re invited to sign thc Declaration of
Senliments. One hundred p€opte signed-
68 women and 32 men

The Convention sparked controversy
and nany derogatory n€wspaper anicles
but lh€ issues mised th€re and oudined in
the Declaration of Sentiments caught the
imagination and h€aru of the general
public. Two wecks larer ano$er
convention was held in Rochester. Soon
me€tings to discuss women's righls were
happening in many places.

One of thc things that malrcs the park
so exciting is that the conccms identifi€d
in the D€claration ofSentiments have not
been resolved. Using the framework ofthe
historic event. the park is able to talk
about these issues in the prcsent. Seneci!
Falls continues to be a focal point for
women's issues. People continue to come
here to speal on issues or introduce n€w
ideas. Alice Paul came here in I 923 for
the first reading ofrhe Equal Rights
Amendment from the sleps of tho
Presblterian Churchi a large group
Sathered in 1948 to celebrate th€ l00th
anniversary ofthe Convenlionl the
National Organization for Women visited

here in 1988;and each year people from
across the country gather in S€neca Falls
to celebnte Women's Equality Day

The park features a w€a]th of
interactive exlibils which focus on issues
raised in the Declaration ofSentimenrs
including the ihemalic areas of
"Inauguration of a Rebellion.', ..True

Womanhood." "Women at Work "
"Fashioning Women," "Women and
Political Action," and "School Matters.',
Using hands-on exhibits, computers, laser-
disc technology, photographs. artifacts and
thought provoking questions, visitors will
examine the world of I 848 and d€cide for
themselves how much things have or hav€
not changed. The exhibit emphasizes the
role each ofus plays in shaping society.

Women's Rights National Historical
Park hat something for everyone. you can
view the Park story as an hisroric event in
lhe past with no connecrion to your life; as
a place to voice your opinions no matter
what they may b€; as a place to gauge your
perceptions against others; as a plac€ to be
inspired; as a place to l€am. Each person
discovcrs something different. Alt you
hav€ to do is be open enough to watk
through the door.

Writing Women Back lnto History
Mary Rdhsdotter t9B9 Nationatwomen,s History Monlh poster

\,tl'ft t\.\t, \\l Nl,]\,s I ils't1 )li\' \t( )N.t.t I

-'/'b ik gr'.r y' i 4 n' t g' //r' n n 1' 1.iJ i t t r

There is a pervasive, yet totally incorrect
assumption inculcated into students. that
women have played no vital roles in the
political. economic and social
d€velopment of our culture. Few
teachers, during the course of thcir oivn
training, have been irtroduced to the
personalities. cvents and issues of
women's history. Combine this lack ofa
lcacher infonnation base with lh€ paucity
of multicultural information about
women in most of the new textbooks and
the consequ€nces for developing minds
are grim.

Certain notable women do make
guest appearanc€s in discussions and
textbooks, of course. Harriet Tubman.
Civil War nurse, spy and scoul for thc
Union Army and fea ess conductor on
the Underground Railroad is one.
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Sojoumer Truth, a fiery spea}er for
abolition and women's rights during the

same period is another popular figure.
Eleanor Roosevelt is beginning to receive

recognition for her inlluence as First
Lady and her later, intemational
humanitarian work. But lhere is little
mention of tlvo ofRoosevelt's powerful

contemporaries. Mary McleodBethune.
a pioneering African-Ameri€n educator,

was also a very inlluential advisor to
President Roosevelt, as a member of his

unofiicial "Black Cabinet." Secretary of
Labor Frances Perkins was instnmental
in the passage of Social S€curiry and
unemployment insurance, and argued

forcefully for universal health carc.

Oversights like these, when they bccome

the norm, negatively ?ffect thc
developing atlrtudes ofboth sex€s. They

deal an especially sever€ blow to the self-
esteem of girls who are b€ing taught by
omission tha! women, people like
themsclves, do not achieve in the society.

As a nation- we cannot afford to continue
omitting the stories of half our citizcns
from our history lessons.

lntroducing Women
The National Women's History

Project (NWHP) is at the forefront of the

effort to introduce more women into the

telling ofour nalonal story. The NWHP
was established in 1980 as a nonpfofit
educational organization. Using a variety
of approaches, they have proceeded to
succ€ssfully promote multjcultural
women's history in €lemenlary and

s€condary schools, colleges, workplaces,
and communities nationwide.

Fr.m the oufset it as clear to the
NWHP founders thal rnany classroom

teachers felt a sincere desire to integrate
women into their curricula but lacked
information. The NWHP addressed this
impediment direcdy, conducting raining
programs drougl which they introduced
teachers at all grade levels to a wide
varicty of women's history infomntion,
effectiv€ tcaching stmtegies, and
multiculfural resowces. The response

continues to be extremely positive,

To supply teachers with the
materials they need, in I98l the NWHP
undertook a systematic review of
virtually every nonfiction book, poster set

and educalional film about women's
historic o.?eriences in the United
States that was being commercially
drstribuled. They instituted a nail-
order resourc€ seNice the following
year to prcvide the best of what they
found to teachers wherever they lived.
Over the ensuing 15 years their
women's History Catalog has grown to
include over three-hundred ofthe best

the entire month oiMarch was
proclaimed National Women's History
Month by thc U.S. Congress, citing the
fact that 'the role of American women in
history has been consistenty overlooked
and underualued in the literature-
teaching and study of American history.'
Activities in schools, organizations, and
worksites have been undertal€n in all
states in ainually increasing numbers

Prograris take every form
imaginable. Along with book rcports and

research papers about individual women,

skits are performed, poster and essay

competilions and parades are held,
display cases and exlibits of all kinds ar€

assembled.
National History Day conpetitions

have reflected the growth in interest in
women's history very directly. Entries
focusing on the liv€s ofwomen have
multiplied radically during th€ past five
y€arc as more students have become
aware of the expandcd range of topics
women's history prolides. The NWHP
encourages competitors and thcir
advisors through research assislance and
cash prizes for women's hislory lopics
both in California and at thc national
levcl.

The Next Steps?
Excellent. multicultural mat€rials

for bringing women's contributions to thc
fore arc available now, major teaching
and leaming tools just waiting to be

tapped. Isn't it tim€ all ofour schools

begin to dojust that?
Remember: For students the

equation is straighlforward: if you're
seen and discussed in class. you'rc
important. If you're not, you're
unimportant. For social scienlists, the
outcome seems clear: When the
contributions and perspectives of womcn
are taught along with those of men, girls
gain grcater self-esteem and boys gain
more respect fof girls and rvomen.

Ifwomen's history is little-known
territory for you, contact the National
Women's History Project. They will s€nd

you a free.48-pag€ Women's History
Catalog, brimming with informationl*

Oversights like lhese, when they

become the nom, negcttively afJect

the dcveloping attitudes of both
sexes. They dcal an especially

sewe blov to lhe self-esleem of
girls 

'|ho 
arc being laught b!

orfiission thatwomen... do ot
dchieve in the society. As a w ion,

ve cdnnol qlford to conlinue
ot itting the slories of half o r

cilizefis flom oir hislory lessons.

of tlese items within its 48 pages;

250,000 copies of the catalog are

distributed annually.
These resources can h€lp €v€ry

teacher quickly become familiar with
individuals like pioneer Congress-
'woman and pacifist Jeannett€ Rankin,
Indian righls advocate Samh
winnemucca, ivoman sufrage
organizer Elizabeth Cady Stanton,
folklorist Zora Neale Hurston. or
invenlor Gertrude Elion. They can also

bring attention to women's pivotal roles

in the Revolutionary War. the westivard
movement, the Progressive era and all
other major sociavpolitical events in
U.S. history.

Women's History Month
One ofthe first activities ofthe

National Women's History Project was

to propose that the week including
March 8 (lnternational Women's Day)
be designated Women's History week
on school calendars. During those five
school days, t€achers could begin
exploring women's history with their
students, working together toward a

solution for the history mystery, "What
have lro,e, done?" Then. since 1987,
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''... since 161l therc has evetbeena
tine in this caunnywhen BIacks vere

$illins ta sene and sacrfce for

cenem colln Powell. Buffalo soldier
Monument Ground-breakins ceremony, J!lv 28,
1990.

Despite a record of unint€rrupted
courage, valof, patriotism and bravery.
historians and this counlry had never fully
recognized or acknowledg€d the honorabl€
and selflcss military service of African
Amcricans. Dedication of the Bufialo
Soldier Monument at Fort L€avenworth.
Kansas on July 25, 1992. rvas a major step
in changing this. Horacvcr. as popularas
rhe monumcnt is it docs not mcan $c
sa e thing 10 cveryonc. Most pcople think
it is grcal, but a feiv do not think it is

To thc remaining Buflalo Soldiers and
their families. it is a symbol ofimmediate
recognition and graiilude for a job rvell
done. as well as a daily sourc€ of pride.
satisfaclion and inspiration. To lhc oldcr
Butralo Soldiers like ll0 year old Jones

Morgan ofRichmond. Virginia and 98
year old Sergeant William Harrington of
Salina. Kansas, it gave then their floivers
to sn€ll *hile they ivere alive. To all. it is
a beauty to see. Trooper Elmer Robinson
oflerlenilonh Kansas s d il best one

cold Febnar_v night in 1989 as we looked
over the vacant spot where the monument
wouldbe erected. "aRerall these years I
didn't think antone cared. now I feel like a

hero."
To Ceneral Colin Powell. the

originator of the id€a for the monument, il
is the rcalization ofa modesl ten year
dream. The idea came to hnn one day in
l98l as he wasjogging around Fort
Lcavcnworth. During thejog he notic€d
thcre rlas liftle to show the Buffalo
Soldiers had been there The lOth Cavalry
was formed and activated at Fort
Lcavenwonh in 1867. and some

conlingent of the Buffalo Soldiers was

always there through WWIL However.

only their graves and trvo alleys next to the

cemetery (9th and loth Cavalry roadt
bore their names. The General felt (here

should be more.

To the sculptor, Mr. Eddie Dixon. the

monumcnl is a source ofinspiralion for
flrture gcncratjons. Hc knerv thal history

...,!

Butlalo Soldier Monument
Fod Leavenworth, KaF*

denied to one group is history denied to all
groups. He also lvanled young people.

especially Black youth, lo understand that
all Black hcroes are not athletes and
musicians. Both Jackie Robinson and Joe
Louis served in Black units al Fort Riley,
Kansas.

To the committee members rnd rhe

thousands ofpeople who helped build the
monument, it means several things. First it
is a symbol to stimulate and enhance
public inlerest and awaaeness. Botl young
and old necd to know they were the b€st in

spite of having the worst. With hand me
down horses. clothing and equipmenl lhey
eamed more Congressional Mcdals of
Honor (20) and had the lowest desertion
rate of any unit in the army. Againsr
prejudicc in and out of the military, they
wcre the essencc ofexcellenccl .

Second and most impo(ant, it is a
symbol to motivate and encounge
historians. authors, publishers. movic
makcrs and teachers to include the
cxploits of the Bufialo Soldiers in books,
movies and lesson plans. Whcn historians

The Buffalo Soldier Monument:
Its Meaning and Significance

:!r
!^l
'i l+.i

"^i,

Commander Ca/ton Philpot
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NOTES ON THE
BUFFALO SOLDIERS

A-frican Americans, by law, wde not
perrnitted to sene in lhe Regular U.S.
Pqcetirne Army mtil 28 July I 866.

Consres then authorized the fonmtion of
six tlack regimenlFfou infantry and two
cavalry. P.ior to that time, they were
pmih€d to serve only h the state militiqs.

Opdatilg under the hsrshest
cotrditions and with the worst horses dd
eqDipnent in the nilital, lhe Buffalo
Soldids had the lowest desrtion rate ofany
mit in the U.S. Amy atrd at least 20 men
emed the CongessioMl Me&l of Honor.
In addition, they received fout campaisn
citalions in lhe Indi wuq canpaign
citaliors for action in the Spdish-Ame.i@
war, the Philippine Insunection and the
Mencan Expeditioq lhe French Canpaigtr
w.rld Wd I Ciiation: {ive uit citations
from World Wd tr; l0 uit ci{ations Aom
the Korean Conflict tlree Presidential Unit
Citaliotr; a Nary Unit Commendaiion: a

Philipline Pesidmtial Citation; and two
Reputlic ofKoreaPresidential citations.
Refe.ence-. Miftary R€view Augsst '1990

write about Teddy Rooscvclt and the

Rough Riders in the Spanish American
War. they must write that th€ BuJfalo
Soldiers rcscucd the future president in the

Battle ofKettle Hill and were the first to
reach thc top ofSan Juan Hill.

The next time movies ar€ made about

lhe great Apache Chiefs Geronimo and

Victorio. the Buffalo Soldiers must not be

omilted. And when television series like
Lit e Indiana Janes ponmy Meni.co

during the days ofPancho Villa. the
prominent fole ofrhe Bufalo soldiers and
Lieulenant Colonel Charles Young (the

third black graduatc ofWcst Point) must

In their lesson plans about western
cxpansion. teachers should include how
the Buffalo Soldiers delivered the mail and
protccled the lvagon trains, cattle drivcs.
stagc coaches, railrcads, and settlers.

Additionally $ey should note that the

trails and roads surveyed and blaz€d by the

Buffalo Soldiers werejust as critical as

those by Lewis and Clark. Next March.
during Wonlen's History Month,
classroom bull€tin boards should mcntion

The Army designaled the Slh and 1 oth U S Cavalri6 as all African Ameican
Regiments. PhologEph courlesy ol the Kansas State Historical Society

'l he Ru;ffalo Soldiers delivered lhe mail and protecled the wdgon
tfttns, cattlc driws, sldge coaches, railroqds, dnd selllers. . . tha lruils
and rcads shteyed and blazed by the Buffalo Soldiers werc just (1.t

ctilical as those by Lewis and Clark.

!

the only knorvn female BulTalo Soldier,
Calhy Williams. She scrved in the infanlry
under the oame of William Cathy from
r866-1868.

For the small group of African
Americans who say the Buffalo Soldiers
are flot des€rving ofrecognition, the
nronument should be a source of hcalthy
debale. Their opinion is that the famc of
these Black knights of courage is a result
on one minorily (Blacks) killing another
minoriry (Native Amcricans). To this
group. I say the Buffalo Soldiers are not
great bccausc thcy killed Indians. They are
great and deserving oI recognilion because

tlley changed the face ofthe military

Thcy wcre the hrst African
Americans to serve in the nilitary during
peac€-time. On July 28. 1866, nearly
sixteen months after the Civil War. the
39th€ Congress approved the formation of
six Black regiments: the 9th and l0th
cavalry and rhe 38th, 39rh 401h and 4lsr
Infantry. In 1869 the military do$.n sized
and the four infanlry uni(s were combine
into two, the 24th and 25th. In about 1867

the Indians gave them thc name BuJIalo
Soldiers.

There are various views of how the
name originated. One, the Black rnan's
hair resembled the mane of the bDffalo.

Two, like the buffalo, when wound€d or
comered, the Black soldiers fought
ferociously and courageously Thrcc. they
worc bufialo hide to k€ep warm: and
finally, like stampeding butralos. the
Black soldiers charg€d into battle with
their sabers fonvard and their heads down.
Horvever. regardless ofthe origin. Ihcy
wore the name proudly and as a badgc of

Because the Buffalo Soldicrs were
first and very successful at rvhat they did,
other firsts followed. These included:
General Colin Powell. the first Black
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff: the
Tuskegee Airm€n, the first Black aviation
unitt the 76lst. the first Black tank
batlalion; the 555th (Triple Nickel). thc
first Black Parachute unit: and the Golden
Thirteen, the first Black Nary Ofiic€rs. As
General Powell so often states, ". . . they
are the wind ben€ath my wings." When
drese true American heroes find their
proper place in the history books, they will
be the wind beneath the wings of many

Senefations to comc.

Relee ce: Tho Leqact oflh. Buffalo Soldie6, W
colonel Rick swein, USA {Ret.) Bufialo soldier
Monument Dedication Souvenr Eook For copi6
write the 8lttalo Soldier Edr'cationa and Histoical
Commitlee at P.O. Box 3372, Foi Leavenworth,
Kansas 33027. cost $20.00 (includeslaxes, s/h).

t8 s8 3€
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P h i I I is Wheatley : A L ife Of ,n*'; ;i::trT":il;*'#:ffi1*

Triumph Over Obstacles
omorolabo Ajai soinka, Assoc ate

Professor ln lhe Deparhent of Theake and Film
and in the Women s Studies ProgEm al lhe
Unive6it of Kansas in Law@nce, Kansas,
presented A Conve6aiion with Ph llis Wheal ey'
du,ng lhe BroW| Folndations National
Symposium entitled Amencan History Unmasked:
Remembering Pessy6. Ferguson May 16-la,
1996 The fo lowng seleclion reprodLlces her
article whlch was published in the Kansas
Fumanities Councils HtsroryAlive! Sludy cuide
(1995) pp.15.

Phillis Wheatley defied all
expcctations of her class, rac€. and gender

10 become an intemationally celebrated
poet. She wrotc herself from the obscurity
of davcry into the annals of the American
litcrary sccne. Even though she later died
in ncar obscurity, the words she lr,ove in
her lifetime immortalize her memory.
Today, her works continue to generate

interest from scholars and to inspire the
student of life's struggles and
achievements.

When Phillis Whealley landed in
America on July ll, 1761. a frail West
African girl barely 8 years old. shc could
not guess the cxtraordilary life lhat
awaited her. As she stood on (he auction
block in Boston, she must have been
terrified and no doubt confused by the
strange faces and the strange languagc
spoken around her. Brurally snatched from
her honeland, she was norv homeless,

without a country, without a family,
widmut identity. Bascd on the horrors she
had experienced on the slave ship during
the "middle passage,' she could scarcely
have imagined anlrhing better
awaiting her-that is provided she had
slrength left to do any imagining.

However. it seemed that the heavens
dccidcd shc had had enough suffering. She
was purchascd by the Wheatley family
who, conscious of her tender age and
slmpathctic to her poor heallh. trealcd her
rvith kindness. She served as the personal
attendant ofMrs. Susanna Whcatley and
war given household dutics. She was
named after lhe ship that brought her from
Africa, laking the last name of her owners
as i1,as the custom in those slave-owning

days. Mary, the daughter of the family.
befriendcd her and tutored her in Latin.
religion, English language. and literature.
Apparently brilliant and with an aplitude
for lcaming, Phillis soon acquired an
cducation that any free young woman from
a rlell-offfamily of thal time would enw.
She became an avid student of the Bible
and esp€cially admired the works of
Alexander Pope (1688-1744), the British
neoclassical rvriter. Through Pope's
translation ofHomer. she also developed a
taste for Greek mlthology. Thus was
launchcd a remarkablc carcer as a poet
and a life ofdeep rcligious piety for young
Phillis.

On December 21. 1767. the fourteen
ycar old Wheatley publishcd her first
poem in rhe /r'arpo,"r (Rlode Island)
,{.ife,'c,r,'r. This achievement camcjust six
years after her arrival in America. wilhout
any prior knoivledge of the English

"On the Death of tlle Rev. Mr. ceorgc
Whirefield. l?70." The etegy became
Phillis' poetic trademark Twenty ofthe
46 poems published in her lifetim€ ar€

Whitefield was a well known minister
and evangelist in America and Britain. He
was also chaplain to the Countess of
Huntingdon in England. Wheatley boldly
sent a copy of the poem to the Countess
along with a letter of condolence. cven
though she had nevcr met her. The
Countess helped get the fiIst edilion of
Whcatley's book of poeins published in
England in 1773. after publishcrs in
America had rejected her work. Enritled
Poens an Variout Subjects, Rehgio s and
Mdld/. the book is dedicated to the
Countess of Huntingdon.

There is no doubt that Wheatley's
poetry commanded a respectablc place
among the eighteenih-cenhrry poels of
America. An anon),rnous critic wrote that
her pocms "are quite equal to a greal
numbcr of the v€rses that appear under the

4t
t..:
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names of Halifax, Dorset, and others of she received a poetic tribute from anoth€r An Hymn tO the Evening
'the nlob of gentlemen who write with slave poel. Jupiler Hammond. Her only phi is wh4fley
ease. "' Critics thcn and norv rccognize known friend war a fellow black domestic,

tllat although shc may nol be a great poet, Obour Tanner, who also act€d as her Soon as the sun forsook the eastem

she reprcsents an important developm€nt literary ag€nt from the late 1770s on. main
in Am€rican history, politics, and the On May 8, 1773, Wheatley sailed to Tho pealing thunder shook the heav'nly
world oflefters. Certainly, she commands England. Fresh sea air had b€en plain;
a signilicant chapter in African American prescrib€d for her chronic respiratory Majestic grandeurl From the zephyr's

literary analysis. Her 1?73 work was lhe problems, but sh€ also used the wing,
fiIst book ofpoetry and probably the first opponunity to pursue the publication of Exhales the incense ofthe blooming
book to b€ published by an African her poems. She ivas accompanied by spring,
American. Nathaniel Wheatley, the lwin brother of Soft purl the streans, the birds renew

As a young slave woman in Mary, who went to England 10 look after their notes,

eighteenth-ccntury America. Phillis was a the family business. And through the air their mingled music
ph€Domenon that could notbe ignored. The trip was a succcss. Phillis mct floats.
Sh€ generated as much controversf and ivith several distinguished people, Tbrough all the heav'ns what beauteous

acclaim for who she was as for what she including Lord Lincoln. Lady Cavendish. dyes are sproad!
achieved. Editors frequently prefaced her and Mrs. Palmer. a poct. Among the gifts But the w€s1 glories in the deepest red;
pocms with information about her race shc reccived was the sum of fivc guineas So may our breasts with €v€ry vi(ue glow,
and status. The Borton Cersol (Ieb. 29. from Lord Danmouth for the purchase of The living temples ofour God Below!
l?72) advertised a proposal for printing a the complctc works ofPope. Fill'd with the prais€ ofhim who
collection olher poems in part as ". . . a Unfortunately, she did not have time to gives the ligh,
Ncgro Girl, from the Strength ofherown meet with the Countess ofHuntingdon nor And draws the sable curtains ofthe night,
cenius. it being but a fera years since she King G€org€ lll, both of ivhom had Let placid slumbers soothe each weary
came 10 l}is Town an uncultivated €xtended invitations to her. Her mistr€ss, mind,
Barbarian from Africa." The negative Susanna Wheatley, was gravely ill, and At mom to wake more heav'nly, more
refcrence to Africa indicates some ofthe Phillis rushed home to be by her side. She r€fin'd;
prejudices Wh€atley had to overcome. anived in Boston in September 1?71 . By So shall the labors of the day begin

Ind€ed. Phillis achieved success October, Phillis was a free woman. Her More pur€, more guarded fiom the snares

through her intellig€nce, hard work, and master had released her irom bondage. of sin.
pcrseverance. Her genius nolwithstanding, When the War oflndependencc broke Night's leaden sceptre seals my
Pbillis would be tle first lo give all glory out in 1776, Phillis Wheatlcy fully drowsy eyes,

to God and claim none for h€rse|f. There identified with tle slrugglc of the Then cease, my song, till fair Auro.a rise.

is no doubt that religion exerted a strong American colodes. During the British
influence on her life. Her Christian piety occupation ofBoston. shcjoined John the hostilities. Wheatley was relefltless in
and humilily probably earned her the Wheatley. herformer master. ar a refugee seeking publication ofand subscnption to
respect and endearment ofthe at Mary's Rlode Island home. Il was from her works in America. She was not

distinguished people she met. They readily here she wlote a lettcr and a poem lo discouraged when she was unsuccessful

besroived upon her their good will and G€orge Washinglon in October 1775. Amidst her own personal troublos-a
patronage. Despite her humility, Wheatley regading the impending war. She financially slrapped marriage, thc death of
rvas far from timid. She took scveral bold received a reply and an invilation to visit. h€r children, and increasingly failing
iniriatives in contacting famous people Wheatley did visit Geneml Washington health-Phillis struggled to write poems

who could hclp her publish her poems. prior to Boston's evacuation by the British. in memory ofher friends. Her work ftom
She talked knowl€dgeably about the mcrits and her poem was later published in the this period includes an ele$ to Dr.
ofcducation to college students and yirginia Cazeue. Samuel Coop€r, who had baptized her in
thought nothing ofp€nning poems of On April I, 1778. Phillis manied l?71, and a poem to a couple, "On the
leltcrs to British arisrocrats, American John Peters, a fr€e black man. They had Dcath of their Infant Son." Till the end,
politicians and generals. three children, bDt apparently none she remained loyal to her benefaclors and

In spite ofher privileged position, survived Phillis. continued to show concern for those in
there is no evidence that Wheatlcy felt The was proved a trying time for situatioN less fortumte than hers.

supcriorto other slaves. She apparently everybody but especially for Wh€atley. meadey's poems say litlle aboul hcr
mainlained a cordial relationship with the who had no skills other than her writing. origins in Africa or her slalus as a slavc.

black community in Boston. She dedicated No longer financially dependent on the The neoclassic style in which she was

a pocm "To S.M., A young Aftican Wheatley family, and dcprived oflhe tutored, and after which she closely

Paintcr, On Seeing His Works." In turn, English patronage shc had enjoyed before modeled her style is very impersonal. And
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it should be remembered that Phillis left
Afiica too young to retain clear
memories or perhaps the violence of the
slave ship caused amnesia. Later in
America. lhere lvere no cultural contacts
to help revive her memory- However,
Wheadey did not deny her roots. There
are scveral fefefcnces to Afiica in a
number of her works and sh€ claimed
heritage witl Terence, the African \lTiter
of ancient Rome.

In the 1 960s, black activists both in
America and Africa faulted her for not
vigoroudy espousing the cause offreedom
for slaves. However. this criticism frils ro

tal(e into account the time period in
which she lived. Phillis was astute and
diplomatic enough to realize the delicacy
ofherposition. In the 1700s. peoplc like
the Wheatleys and Reverend Whiteficld
were very slmpathetic to the plight of
slaves. yet saw nothing wrcng in owning
them. Any protest on Phillis'pa( might
have ali€nat€d h€r benefactors.

Nooetheless,Wlrcatley loved freedom
and condemned slavery indir€cdy in her
poetry by nTiting about freedom and
tyranny in more general terms. Such
poems include "To the King's Most
Excellent Majesty" (1768), "Amcrica"
(1768), and the poem and lelter lo
General Washington (1775). In her letters
and private conrmunication Wheatley was
more specific in her criticism of slavery.
Sh€ revealed more of her "inner seli"
panicularly in her communications with
her friend and literary agent. Tanncr.

For wheadey. religion was the real
kcy to freedom. The Bible became her
favorit€ book and the Christian religion
her succor and fortress. Her faith, it
appears, gave her the ultirvrle sense of
freedom even while still in bondage. She
was tnily "set free in Jesxs Christ." lt is
through this Christian lens that she
ralionalized hcr capture and sale into
slavery. In the poem "On Being Brought
From Africa 10 America," Wh€adey

"TWAS mercy brought me liom my

Taught my benighted soul lo uderstmd
That lhere s a God, tlrat there's a Saviour

Her belief in Christianity as thc
ultimate triumph probably explains rvhy

she wrote so many elegies. To her, death
was not d€fea! but the christian's
triumph over world problems and the key
1o eternal fr€edom.

Phillis m€adey pass€d into eternity
ofDecember 5. 1784. She rvas about 3l
years old. Befittingly, sh€ received an
elegy irom a fellow poet, who wrotc
under the pen name of"Horatio." The
poem, "Elegy on thc Death of a Late
Celebnted Poetess" appeared h Boston
Magazine and said ia partl

"As irbyheaven inspir'd, did she

Tle souh grod enlrdce at the sacred
gatel. . .

But O! how vaiD tlE wish thal friendship

Since her o$n volMcs de he. greatesl

*sx

BOOK NOOK

Book Review of luulticultural
Texts to Bring Diversity to Your

Classroom Reading List

LIFT EV'RY VOICE AND SING
By Janes Weldon John$n
Illustratcd By
Jd Spivey Gilchrist

This song is considered the African-
American National Anthem. lt has becn
cherished by generadons of African-
Americans. It is a moving testimonial to
lhe struggles and achievements of the

African-American people-past, present.
and firture.

The llrics were wdtten bl James
Weldon Johnson, and set to music by his
brother, composer L. Rosamond Johnson.
The song relates specifically to the history
ofAfricans in America. Mr Johnson's
poem interprets a period of American
History with a message for readefi and
singers. young and old, of all colors.

For Jan Spivey Gilchrisl. singing
'LiftEv'ry Voice and Sing" was an
integral pan of hcr childhood. Today, her
stunning illustrations illuminate the hope
and strength of these moving lyrics for a
new generation of children.

Thisbook is a "must read" by every
African Amcrican boy and girl in
America. This book should appear in
every library for childrcn from coast to
coast. "Lift Ev'ry Voice and Sing" gives
children the opportunity to peer into the
very depth and soul of the black
experience dlrough the lyrics. It also
talrcs children on a magical joumey.

firther enlightefiing lhem to the ivonder
and awe of the experience through the
illushrrions
The Brown Foundation Reading Prognm
makes this book a priority in lheir
multicultural library, and so should you I

Send for fie€ educational materials fiom
the George Washington Ciwer National
Monument P.O. Box 38, Diamond
Missouri, 64840 or (417) 325-4151_

Contact the gift shop at the Bethune
Museum and Archives Nadonal Historic
Site, 13 l8 V€rmont Ave. N.W.
Washington D.C 20005 or (2021332-
1233 for materials available for purchase
including Teacher's Kits.

Request a copy of the ftee 48 page
Women's History Catalog of multi-
culturdl materials ftom the National
Women's History Proiect 7738 Bell Road.
Windsor, CA 95492 or (800) 691-8888
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Teachers Talk
Teaching Tolercnce is an excellefi

magazin€, but the name alone males me

sad. The fact that society needs to'l€ach
lolerance," let alone have a publicalion
nam€d tha1, nales me question how well
people embrace our mullicultural world.

W€. as parents and educators, must
look at ways to bring an undcrstanding to
€ach other's cultures. We must look to our
community organizadons for help. In
Top€ka. one such organization with which
I work isDelta Sigma Theta Sorority.

Della Sigma Theta is an international
sorority rdth over l?5.000 m€mbers. lt is
a sisterhood ofpredominandy black
collegc educated women committed to
public service. Each ycar they hold an
€ssay conlest as pan of a scholastic
compctition which was started in response

to limiled ilformation on black history
otrercd in public schools.

Initially. the contest was opencd 10

black youths; however, studenls from odrer
ethnic groups exprcsscd interest, so the

competition was expandcd 10 allow

fot B.tuQtiotal Equity, Etu deand Res@r.h

PO. Box 4862 . Topeka, Kansas 66604

everyone to participate. This is only one

organization that is willinS to offer
support-

As parents and educators. it is up to
us to instill "the spirit" in our chil&en to
explore different cultures. We can mate
this l€aming fun and rcwarding by
showing oul own interest in the world.

Time spent logethcr with our children
talking and researching famous Affcan
Amcncans is a gr€at way to open the

mullicullural window. This also hclps
improve library and wriling skills, and
incrcases knowledgc on history, b€sides

opening up communicalion between
parcnt. leacher and child.

As cducators. we nced to show our
students that the challcngc nccd notbe an
inpossibl€ task. Make the learning
cxciting. My classroom had "working
lunches" once a week. We met in the
library, had lunch. discussed our research,

and reflccted on what else needed lo be

discovered. Liltlc ud(noivn facts bccamc

€xciling "found treasur€s." Group

cooperation skills were enlunced whcn
everyone was working together to find
information. How exciting, as a teacher,
to watch a young person struggle to find
just the right words to put the finishing
touches on that giant triumph!

When, finally, the books arc closed
and the essays are put into the mail, we
celebrate. We are all winners at this
pointl Whethor or not $e receive lhat
elusivc letter saying our essays *ere lhe
"chosen ones." we celebrale US

So, let us as educators. parcnts.

students and communilies denonstrare
harmony and continue to grorv. learn, and
embrace our mullicullural familv.

As Margaret Mead onc€ said, "Never
doubt that a small group of thoughttul.
committed people can change the world.
Indccd. it is the only thing that ever has."

Submitted by:
Debra Stewan
Gage Elementary School

Topcka. Kansas


