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A Personal Perspective
 

W ith the grand opening of Brown v. Board of Education 
ational Historic Site, we commemorate the courage of 

ordinary people who would nofbe denied their constitutional 
rights. Their efforts profoundly impacted the lives of every citizen and 
influenced human rights struggles around the world. 

Over the past 50 years, we have witnessed the passing of attorneys, 
community activists and plaintiffs involved in the five cases that com­
prise the Brown decision. The loss of Thurgood Marshall seemed to 
signal the end of an era. With the passing of this living history the 
Brown Foundation understood the urgent need to research and preserve 
their contributions. We are grateful for individuals from this state and 
representatives in Congress who supported our mission to resurrect and 
share the Brown story. 

The campaign to establish a permanent interpretative site led us on a 
journey of discovery. We gained an awareness that African Americans 
fought for equal educational opportunity as early as 1849 in Massachu­
setts. We discovered that in order to open freedom's door in Kansas, 
African American began court challenges to end segregated schools 
as early as J 881. Our country is indebted to the work of great institu­
tions such as the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc., 
Howard University and the AACP. 

In May, our vision became reality. Visitors to the Brown v. Board of 
Education ational Historic Site will come face to face with the true 
history makers who are ministers, laborers, homemakers, educators, 
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club women, lodge members, people from all walks of life who got involved simply to ensure 
greater opportunity for the next generation. 

On May 17, 1954, when the U.S. Supreme Court rendered the Brown decision, we would 
begin to experience decades of unprecedented social change. It is clear that our country is 
entering an era of universal racial, ethnic and cultural diversity. With this new pluralism comes 
added responsibility for education as a tool for social equality. 

The Brown Foundation is honored to have played a role in the creation of the Brown v. 
Board of Education ational Historic Site, an important living educational legacy, a testament to 
the triumph of the human spirit. 
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For visitor information, 

see www.nps.gov/brvb 

or call 785-354-1489. 

(Photo above): The Governor's Brown v. Board of Education Proclamation Ceremony 
held on the steps of the Kansas State Capitol on the morning of May 17, 2004. 
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